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Reading
Comprehension 2

Pre Activity
Pair Work – Using Memory

Photographing Mother

Discuss the following in pairs:What are the ways to remember the past?
Is it important to recall pleasant memories?
What is nostalgia?
A bittersweet longing for things, persons or situations of the past.

Try to recall an unpleasant\ happy memory from your childhood.
Then based on your memory try and answer the following:
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1. Who/what is the memory about?
a. Your mother
b. Your friend
c. You with your father
d. Your sibling
2. Do you recall the place?
a. Your home
b. Your school
c. Your favourite restaurant
d. Your friend’s place
3. What were you wearing on that day?
a. Your school uniform
b. Your sister’s dress
c. You can’t recall
d. You can’t tell
4. Do you want to relive that day?
a. Not sure
b. Absolutely
c. Would let it be the way it is
d. Turn it upside down

What does this picture remind you of?

http://www.google.co.in/imgres?imgurl=http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_iFkRDLQUs/S8375BEcN1I/AAAAAAAAA5E/tSPdHcrCqK8/s1600/DSCN1758.jpg&i
mgrefurl=http://acasadoguaxinim.blogspot.com/2010_04_01_archive.
html&h=799&w=600&sz=71&tbnid=ciZt2BCf2XDXEM:&tbnh=93&tbnw
=70&zoom=1&usg=__sIZT7TpPB31SHbZMBB7EnClZiOs=&docid=Hoq
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USB87FGmAkM&hl=en&sa=X&ei=FhfPT9zCLsPqrQez_f2BDA&ved=0CD
sQ9QEwAQ&dur=369

Your Mother?

So here is a poem about mother.

READING ALOUD

PHOTOGRAPHING MOTHER

The two of us, my brother and I, took mother to be
Photographed. Having settled the cost, we entered the studio,
And in that showy place they put mother in
An embroidered chair, readying all for the picture,
‘Stretch that foot a little: hold your head high, Ba’
Thus the sweet-tongued photographer, fussing about.
Near the sari border drawn over her head
He arranged prettily flowers and books.
Letting light and shadow play upon her face,
He pulled this way and that the curtain from the roof.
Stealing behind the camera draped in black,
He adjusted the focus and fixed the plate.
Not yet uncovering the lens, he said to her,
This silver-tongued photographer we hardly knew,
‘Now look here Ba; sit still and smile straight here,
Forgetting care and grief; think you are at home;
Remember joyful things. Smile a little, Ba
And please don’t blink. You will appear exactly as you are.
Answer the following questions?
1. Why is it important for Ba to look pretty and smile?
____________________________________________
2. What are the sons trying to accomplish here?
____________________________________________
4

3. What is the attitude of the photographer?
____________________________________________
ACTIVITY 1
DIFFICULT WORDS

Read aloud the following words:
Showy
Embroidered
Sweet-tongued
Fussing
Draped
Silver-tongued
Grief
Blink

Think of at least one word that comes close to the meaning of the
word.
[ Hints: Gaudy, smooth-talking, pamper, covered, glib, sad ]
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ACTIVITY 2
CHOOSE THE CORRECT OPTION

Why do the sons want to make amends?
1. They want to have their names in the will.
2. They are regretful of the past.
3. They want to gain respect in society.

The narrator of the poem is describing the photographer’s studio in very
complimentary words. Do you think:1. He seems defensive.
2. He is guilty for doing this so late
3. He is interested in style and décor.
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ACTIVITY 3
COMPREHENSION

1) What is the purpose of the visit to the Photographer?
2)What is the attitude of the sons towards their mother?
In the past
Recently
3)What have been the struggles of the mother’s life?
4)Why can’t she smile?
5)Why does she cry?

Think about the poem and formulate the answers in short
paragraphs
The following hints should help you:
Old
age…neglected
mother…ill…poverty…dependence…too
late…regret
ANSWER: -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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India is a multicultural country. It has a number of castes and
communities. Do we know about each of them? Do you think it’s all
right to judge people on the basis of their caste? We are going to
read about a girl who is trying to face a traumatic situation and
survive.

8

ACTIVITY 4
READING ALOUD

Understanding Drama:Her Name is Bharati (From Fluency 2)

Her Name is Bharati
February 26, 2008 by theatrecapital
Rajesh.P.I directed the students of Jyoti Nivas College in Joydeep
Bhattacharya’s ”Her name is Bharati”. The script focuses on a
traumatic incident involving a woman who is brutally assaulted by a
mob, and the impact it has on the lives of a family of four who are
onlookers. A very powerful script, the students who were mostly
first-timers to the theatre did a splendid job and successfully staged
it at Abhinaya, a national level theatre competition. It was one
among 6 plays which was chosen for the final round.
Posted in Act in a play, Acting, Bangalore, College Theatre,
Creativity, Drama, India, Jyoti Nivas, Script Peoples Theatre,
Theatre, Theatre Workshop, Theatre-in-Education, theatre blog,
theatre workshops in Bangalore | Trackback URI | Comments RSS
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Let’s Remember:
Reading a play is different from reading prose.
It is important to make the voice expressive while reading the part
they play.
It is important to listen to other characters as much as read out
one’s own.
Listening helps in many ways and improves the quality of reading.

Understanding Drama: Her Name is Bharati

Kajol: She is from the other slum. They’ll burn her today, or maybe
stone her to death.
Mandira: But why?
Kajol: She is a wicked woman, no morals.
[ Kajol goes in. Kuri, with sleepy eyes, comes out to the balcony.]
Mandira: Kuri, go back to your room!
Kuri: Why?
Mandira: Because I don’t want you to see this.
Kuri: What if I do?
Mandira: Stop being stubborn, now! Just go back to your room!
Kuri: Maybe I can go out and have a closer look. Try and stop me!
Mandira: Kuri! This isn’t a fun show! Its terribly serious!
Kuri: That’s exactly why I wanted to see it!
Anuttam: I see one or two familiar faces over there in the crowd.

In this way, at the end of this reading session, we can try and
attempt a few questions:
Who is Kajol talking about?
What is wrong with the woman?
Why is Kuri not ready to go back to her room?
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COMPREHENSION

The play deals with various issues such as caste, gender and
class. The social hypocrisy of the upper middle class is also
highlighted by the play and the cowardice behind the veneer of
bravado is satirized.
The redeeming factors are the older generation in their passive
participation and the younger generation in their active
involvement. There is a powerful role of silence in the play and
this too should be highlighted. The power of silence is
personified in the character of Bharati.

EXERCISE 1
READ TO DESCRIBE
Make a list of words which have been used to describe ‘Bharati’ in
the play:
For instance:
Frail -- My friend Pushpa is frail in her looks and needs to do
some exercise.
Witch – There are witches who have a golden heart.
Answers
Dark, Witched, Thief, Adultress, Witch, Slut
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PART 2
The play mentions the phrase ‘civilized society’ more than once.
What is the play teaching us about ‘civilized society’?
Give two features of a civilized society.
Choose the correct options from the following:
Civilized society is one in which everyone is:1. politically correct
2. outspoken

3. Silent
Think of your own definition of ‘Civilized Society’.

ANSWER: A Civilized society is one in which each of us is ------------------------------. We respect our fellow----------- and expect the same
from -------------. There is no discrimination in society on the basis of -------------------, ------------ or -------------.

Can you think of the words you must fill in to get the meaning of
civilized society?

There is a jumble of words here out of which you have to choose the
correct ones:
Normally, beings, humans, cultured, them, caste, behaving, gender
12

sane, race, civilization

http://www.google.co.in/imgres?imgurl=http://bonnetblanc.fr/wpcontent/uploads/2011/02/4968358116_dccb8ddc1d_z.jpg&imgrefurl=
http://bonnetblanc.fr/lapprentissage-un-bien-fait-pourtous&usg=__VuI63nVP12xXG8qDHW1g63WXtEA=&h=480&w=640&sz
=147&hl=en&start=0&sig2=PUJjfJxoUMnHnFVRNMBIg&zoom=1&tbnid=I28y34qCJl28bM:&tbnh=144&tbn
w=192&ei=0RnPT8upI4TKrAf5g8CZDA&itbs=1&iact=hc&vpx=105&vpy
=186&dur=7714&hovh=194&hovw=259&tx=119&ty=107&sig=10321
8671131577991695&page=1&ndsp=3&ved=1t:429,r:0,s:0,i:51

on 31 January 2011
WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNT?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Poetry is read aloud to enjoy it fully.
Difficult words in a poem must be understood.
Comprehension helps to understand the poem
Thematic interpretation is one way of understanding a poem
Reading a play is different from reading poetry
Words are crucial when it comes to description
Society is one subject which a play generally deals with
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