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The Spanish Civil War

1. Introduction

The Spanish civil war began with a military coup on July 17-18, 1936. It
dragged on for three years. The conflict was the outcome of the polarization of the
political forces in Spain. The army leaders intervened in the growing socialist and
anti-clerical policies of the Popular Front government. The roots of the malady go
back to the politics that had developed over decades in the last 19*" century. As a
result, the governments since the 19™ century, the monarchy, restoration,
dictatorship and the Republic could not give Spain stability, - neither political, nor
social nor economic. In the early 20™ century the struggle began as a conflict
between the Republicans and the Nationalists to decide who should rule Spain. And
this instability culminated in the civil war of 1936.

2. Geography of Spain

The Kingdom of Spain is a country of the south-western Europe. It is the
highest European country after Switzerland, and the second largest country in the
western Europe, after France. The Iberian Peninsula is situated on the periphery of
Europe. Spain is surrounded by the waters of the Mediterranean Sea and the Atlantic
Ocean.

The geographical location of the country is strategically important. Spain and
Germany may sand witch France. The control of Gibraltar can hamper Britain to
reach Mediterranean and block the Suez route to India and Asia.

The Greeks cal |l ed the whole peninsula #Alberi
iHi s p aRrom the end of the Roman Empire tothe 18" cent ury, #ASpai
a term of convenience than a political reality. Some other terms have come and gone
to describe the land and its people

The main land of Spain is dominated by high plateaus and the mountain
ranges. The peninsula is composed of a huge mass of ancient rock, called the
Meseta, lying between the lofty ranges of the Pyrenees and the mountains of
Andalusia. The high mountains divide the peninsula into regions. The natural
conditions of isolation separate one region from another; and this regional isolation
has led to the development of local or regional patriotism. Such separatist tendencies
have been strong particularly in Catalonia and the Basque. The map below describes
the geographical features of Spain.
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Spain is diverse, ranging from the near deserts of Almeria to the great
countryside of the north and the white sandy beaches of the Mediterranean.

The Spanish territory also includes the Balearic Islands in the Mediterranean,
the Canary Islands in the Atlantic Ocean off the African coast and two autonomous
cities in the North Africa i Ceuta and Melilla i that border Morocco. Gibraltar in the
mainland of Spain is in the possession of Britain, and has a special importance for
the strategic considerations. Similarly, the Mediterranean Sea has value for Italy,
and Baltic region for Germany.

The southern most part of Spain is Andalusia which is crossed by fertile
Guadalajara valley. The map below gives the characteristics of the Spanish territory
and its regional diversity.

3. Socio-Economic Structure of Spain

For a clear understanding of the civil war, it is essential to understand the
social structure of the Spanish society.

The Spanish society did not have a homogeneous structure. There were
conflicting social, economic and political groups. These groups were clamouring for
their identity and existence

In the 19" century Spai nds e s tChurch iwash Rodhan Catholic. It was
large, rich and a powerful body which also controlled education. In some parts of the
country-side churches were revered by all classes. Women of the middle and upper
classes were firm devout. The hierarchy of the church was profoundly conservative.
It was an integral par,tapidldrofSipeasociabssrucsuoec i al | i
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The Spanish Civil War

Intense localism was rooted in the Spanish social life. The Spaniards graded
their allegiance from bottom to top, - from Pueblo to locality, from locality to region,
and from region to province. But they reserved least loyalty to the central state
authority at Madrid. This intense | ocal i sm resul tehli ciand a6 psanarlila
fatherl ando. Village and its i mmediate r.efTbd on was t
upper level of the Spanish middle class was closely integrated socially and
economically with the landed aristocracy.

Pueblo
Spani sh wor d for vill age, al so it me an g Apeopl
completeness of human relations which make it the prime concept of all social
thought. For the traditional pueblo this completeness involved not only a deep
sense of moral unity, common purpose and mutual aid, but also a body of rights,
or fueros which defined the communityds autpnomy in
from the encroachment of outside authority.

The army had also become an integral and important part of the Spanish civil
society including the Church. In the 19" century it used to meddle in political affairs,
restoredfiorder 6 in politicadptliidre, aendnd mé mkmddkey ctohe fAnatio

In the early 20™ century Spain was governed in theory by a democratic
monarchy. But, in reality, the government did not represent the major social forces.
Elections were rigged by the ruling oligarchy drawn from middle and upper classes.
Coalitions and alliances of the nobility, the church and the army controlled the
political power in Madrid. Workers, peasants and army were outside the regime.
They were represented by the socialist and anarchist-syndicalist unions. The army
used to interven in politics through fluid conspiratorial organizations of officers.

It is again necessary to know the economic wealth of Spain, because it was a
dominant factor in attracting the Continental powers to interfere in the local affairs of
Spain. So far the economy of Spain is concerned, agriculture was the principal
occupation of the inhabitants. The peninsula is rich in minerals and agricultural
produce. The major industries produce textile, iron, steel, chemicals, copper and
zinc. The industries are concentrated in Madrid, Valencia, Catalonia, Asturias, Bilbao,
and Basque provinces and also in Barcelona. Some famous cities in this context are:
Bilbao for metallurgical industries, iron ore mines, coal, lignite and anthracite;
Andalusia and Asturias for coal fields, lignite, iron and steel. The copper mines of Bio
Tinto and quick silver mines of Aknadgn are important. The other areas are: Seville
for iron, potash and sulphur in the Mediterranean region, lead and graphite in
Cartagene. Catalonia is known for cotton and woolen goods. However internal
exchanges in the past and were rare, exchanges between different provinces were
not frequent. Roads were gradually deserted and communication not developed.

As a result the local life of pueblos and the regions were consolidated and
strengthened. On the other hand, though monarchy had absolute power in theory, its
control over the country was often nominal, ineffective or non existent. When the
commerce and industry started declining the early bourgeoisie towns began to
stagnate. The sweeping decline greatly strengthened the local life of pueblos.

The mineral wealth of Spain attracted the European powers. All of them wanted to have
the maximum share; and if possible, a total control.

4. Days of Glory
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The Spanish Civil War

Spain had a glorious period during the 16" and the early 17" centuries, She
was pioneer in the geographical discoveries in the 16" century. Spaniards reached
t heNedv Wo Ifor thé first time by sea route, and established empire in the West.
Almost all of the South America and Philippines constituted the Spanish empire
outside Europe.

The empire had rich potential. The most important material brought to Spain
was Abul | i cdhadd the Sekhomd largest marine ship building industry after
England. The industry received considerable impetus from the growing demand for
merchant vessels. This industry was concentrated in Burgos, Segovila and Toledo.

The arrogant foreign policy of Spain had its adverse consequences. She was
involvedi n Hapsburg Valois struggl e, conflict with Luth
Waré. All had adverse impact on economy.

The 17" century crisis of Europe gave a severe blow to Spain. She started
losing her prestige and economic power. She was left behind in industrial revolution,
and did not become a manufacturing state. She still believed that bullion meant
wealth. Her position was reduced to the supplier of raw material to Europe. Seville
lost to Amsterdam as trading centre in this century.

On political front, Spain did not consolidate her empire and as a result
suffered humiliating defeat in 1808 when the French forces occupied the country,
and Joseph Bonaparte the Spanish throne. However, in 1814 Spain resisted the
French occupation. She aligned with the British forces and defeated Napoleon
Bonaparte and got vacated from the French. Thus, once again Bourbon monarchy
was restored in1814 and according to Vienna Settlement Ferdinand VII became the
legitimate King of Spain.

The Spanish agriculture was poor because of infertile area and primitive
agricultural methods. The flow of bullion benefited selective industries like ship
building, but it did not help the industrial development in other areas.

Spain despite the rich mineral deposits of iron, lead, copper and other metals,
did not develop these industries with speed. She was handicapped by a shortage of
coal, scarcity of capital and want of technical skill and equipments, she remained
predominantly agricultural, and also backward in technological development. (See:
David Thomson, Europe since Napoleon , London 1966, p.260-61)

There were also peasant risings in Castile, Aragon and Andalusia in 1840,
1855, 1857, 1861 and 1865. They were caused by the breakup of common land and
extreme rural poverty.

In brief, Spain neglected to grow her economy, and integrate the political
empire. It was a case of poor management of political system, economy and socio-
cultural life.

6. Plunge into Instabilit

The plunge into instability may be studied under four periods:
1. Restoration of monarchy
2. The First Republic
3. Restoration of Monarchy i II
4. The War and After
5. Years of Dictatorship: 1923-1931

6.1 Restoration of Monarchy

6
Institute of Lifelong Learning, University of Delhi



The Spanish Civil War

With the restoration of Ferdinand VII as the King of Spain it was hoped that
Spain would revive her glorious past and restore peace and stability. But, on the
contrary, the contesting factions, such as: Liberals vs Traditionalists; Radicals vs
Catholic Conservatives could not permit a change.

As a consequence, Spain experienced her first blow when the empire started
disintegrating. Rebellions started in Latin American colonies and she lost her
overseas empire from North America to the tip of the South America. She could
retain only Caribbean Islands of Cuba, Puerto Rico and in Asia Philippines. It was a
great blow to her prestige and economy.

After Ferdinand his daughter Isabella, too, failed to restore order in the
country, and, as a result, Spain plunged into a savage civil war in 1834. Again, the
revolution of 1868 dethroned Isabella. An attempt was made by the Constitution of
1869 to set up a constitutional monarchy, but severe opposition from the
Republicans and the Carlists failed the attempt.

6.2 The First Republic

In 1873 Cortes proclaimed Spain a Republic. It was the First Republic which
came into existence for about two years from February 1873 to December 1874.
However, the short lived republic came to an end because the provincial Federal
extremists revolted. This Cantonalist revolt and the second Carlist war of 1873 led to
the downfall of the first Republic. The Republican Party was neither strong nor united
to repulse the revolt or war. The country was at the verge of total dissolution. The
failure of the first Republic paved way for a constitutional monarchy again.

6.3 Restoration of Monarchy i II

Alfonso XII, the son of Isabella, was reinstated as the King of Spain in 1875.
It was expected that the Restoration would put an end to the turbulent era, and
reintegrate Spain once again. But the country was in the clutches of desires and
designs of the Liberals and the Conservatives, desire and design to control the state.
The Spanish Parliament was a forum of oratory only. In fact it was divided into
classes on regional lines. Monarchy was bankrupt, and the large sectors of the
Spanish people were being alienated from the traditional Catholic faith. The rural
workers of Andalusia and the Levant coast turned in large segment to Bakunist
anarchism. The urban workers of the central and northern provinces tended towards
Marxian socialism. The industrial proletariat of Catalonia moved towards Syndicalism.
(See: Gabri el Jackson, fiThe Regi me in PePditfgeand i ved i n
Society in 20 ™ Century Spain , New York, 1976).

In 1885 Alfonso died, and his son Alfonso XIII succeeded to the throne. The
new king was weak, and was confronted with external and internal instability. Spain
lost Cuba, Puerto Rio and Philippines in revolt of 1895. This loss shattered the last
illusion of t he <count ryo6s greatnasd.i The dossadf historic empire was a
tremendous blow to its national self image which reverberated into the 20™" century.

Thus, the revolt and the war with the U.S. in 1898 put a heavy burden on the
depleting coffers of Spain. The country was slipping to bankruptcy. It marked a
starting point for mounting revolutionary agitation from 1898 onwards against the
Central government.

The working class movement demanded autonomy in Catalonia. The Basque
regionalists, Republican party, proletarian parties, army, forward looking politicians
and intellectuals, - all started criticizing the restoration of the Monarchy. There was
serious unrest where public order collapsed. The anarchists and the Radical
Republicans burnt churches and convents. Though the unrest was suppressed, the
Monarchy seemed to be in danger.
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6.4 The World War and After

Spain remained neutral during the War of 1914. So the war years were the
period of considerable prosperity. When the belligerent countries turned to the
production of war materials, Spain had an opportunity to establish new industries.
They served both the home demand and the demands from the warring countries.
Wealth was flowing in. The result was that the country which so far was in debts,
started giving loans to other countries.

But her internal politics continued to be plagued by the turbulence and the
ministerial instability. The world war also caused economic strains. Real wages fell,
which made unions restive. In 1917 junior officers formed Juntas and struck for
better conditions. The ensuing crisis was exploited by Catalan politicians who pressed
for autonomy.

Though there was affluence in the country, the wealth was concentrated in
the hands of profiteers. The prosperity did not reach down the industrial and
agricultural workers. Their economic health did not improve. The cost of living
increased rapidly. After the war, peace was concluded and the demand for the
Spanish goods also dropped. This caused unemployment in the masses, and in
particular, the industrial and the agriculture sector.

Spain was primarily an agricultural country, but she did not raise sufficient
cereals to meet the home demand. The country was using the old medieval methods
of cultivation. Illiteracy and ignorance of improved and developed methods of
cultivation and unequal distribution of land were great obstacles.

Dissatisfaction in the masses was not limited to economic and social
conditions, but it extended to the government also. Spain had a constitutional
monarchy, and the real powers were in the hands of the political bosses. The
Monarch had little role to play.

The world war brought to the fore the division of the social classes. The upper
classes were friendly with the democracy. The Anarchists and the Socialists opposed
the church. But the church was established deep in the society. They were dominant
in controlling the educational and cultural life in Spain.

6.5 Years of Dictatorship : 19237 1931
Morocco (a Protectorate of Spain since 1912) caused a fiasco, which was a
serious blow to the Spanish authority. In the battle against Riffs in Annual in 1921
about 10,000 Spaniards were killed and about 15,000 taken prisoners. Captain-
General of Catalonia Don Miguel Primo de Rivera, with the support of the army and
connivance of King Alfonso XIII, seized power in September 1923. iWeary of stri ke,
street warfare, bad news from Morocco, and sterile political haggling, most of the
Spani ards greeted General Pri mobds t ake(©@eegW.Dwi th over\
Phillips Jr, A Concise History of S pain, Cambridge, 2010 p.241). The General then set
out to modernize Spain, set up new industries, and followed the protectionist policy
through high tariffs. He also restored law and order. With the French support he
defeated the tribal leader, Abd-el- Krim in 1926, and successfully occupied the whole
of Morocco protectorate.
However, Rivera could not develop mass support base, nor did he appeal to
intelligentsia, nor to the youth, who were instrumental in enthroning him to power.
The King was also tired of t his 6strong manbd. So after some ti
Depression facilitated his dismissal.

De Riverads regime |l eft the Spanish polijtical [ i f
destroyed the Parliamentary basis of the constitutional monarchy. By shattering the
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Liberal and the Conservative parties he destroyed the centre of the Spanish political
spectrum. See: W.D. Phillips Jr, A Concise History of Spain , p.244

Riverads two deeds antagonized bot hFinsththe pol i ti cal

promulgation of the Constitution of 1927 made ministers no longer responsible to the
Cortes. Second, his intervention in the promotions caused resentment in the army.

In 1929 the peseta (the Spanish currency) began to fall in value in spite of
desperate measures to save it. The economic health of the country was
deteriorating. The weak Spanish economy eroded the middle class support to
Ri v e rraginse. The King, too, did not support him. On January 28, 1930 the King
forced Primo de Rivera to resign. But the action of the King was too late to retrieve
his lost image. His support to the dictatorship had ruined him in the eyes of the
politicians and the public in general. The King tried to carry on with the new and less
demonstrative dictator, General Berenguer. But he did little t o restore
image and popularity among the politicians, in Catalonia or in the army. He headed a
divided government. He tried to introduce several reforms. But the Republicans were
not content with some promises and compromises. At San Sebastian (the unofficial
summer capital in the north) on August 1, 1930 an alliance of the former Liberal
monarchists, Catalan politicians and the Republicans conspired to overthrow the
monarchy.

The agitation by the Republicans grew in every part of the country. Gradually

it started making inroads into the armed forces.

failed. Ultimately in February 1931 the King announced the restoration of the
Constitution, and as a token of the return of liberty, he scheduled the elections of the
municipal councilors.

The municipal elections were held in April 1931. These elections proved that
the cities were overwhelmingly Republican. King Alfonso XIII chose better to leave
Spain than to face the political turmoil, the civil war and street demonstrations in
Madrid. King Alfonso was outlawed and Alcala Zamora was elected the President of
the second Republic. And thus, the Second Republic was established in 1931.

Do you know?

By proposing AFourteen Pointso US Psruepsp odretnetsd
determinationo. This decl aration encouraged
demand for autonomy. Also, the Russian Revolution of March 1917 toppled Czar
Nicholas II. This event again encouraged the Republicans to renew their push to oust
Alfonso XIII. (See: William D. Phillips, Jr. Concise History , p. 237)

In brief, the reign of dictatorship, too, failed to give Spain stability, - political,
economic, and social. The next experiment was in democracy.

7. The Second Republic 19311 1936

The Second Republic may be analysed in four phases.

1. The Provisional Government of April 1931- October 1931

2. The government of the Left Republicans and the Socialists: October 1931 i
November 1933

3. The Conservative Government of the Radical Republicans and the Catholic Right:
November 1933 i February 1934. It was punctuated by the revolution of October
1934. It ended with the electoral victory of the Popular Front in February 1936.

4. The Government of the Popular front and the descent of violence which
culminated in the military rising of July 1936.
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The Spanish Civil War

7.1 The Provisional Government of April 19317 October 1931

With the departure of the king the power fell into the hands of the provisional
government of the moderate Republicans and the Socialists. Alcala Zamora, a
Catholic Republican, headed the government. Azana, an able radical intellectual of
the middle class, became Minister of War and Largo Caballero of the Socialists UGT,
became the Minister of Labour. The government was a coalition and represented all
the groups at San Sebastian: Lerroux6s Radicals, the Catalan Left,
the Left Republicans.

After taking over the reigns, the government began to deal with the burning
problems: the land, the Church, and the Army. The government tried to protect
small holders against the mortgage and foreclosures. It authorized the municipalities
to oblige landowners to cultivate their estate, and extended the law on industrial
accidents to cover agricultural workers. The government announced complete
religious freedom and also promised to introduce divorce, and freedom to education.

However, the religious issue was disastrous. The government of Zamora was
split when the Cortes favoured the separation of church and the state. Zamora and
Don Miguel Maura, Minister for Home Affairs, resigned and a new cabinet was formed
by Don Manuel Azana. At the end of June 1931 elections were held for the Cortes to
draw up a Constitution. The coalition of the Left-Republicans-the Socialists won.
Thus, the election results upset the Parliamentary equation of the Moderate Catholic
Republicans, and the Left. The Cortes drew up a democratic constitution, and also
continued with the reforms started in April. The Constitution of December 1931
declarediSpain a workers Republico, and sought to |l ay t
and political democracy. The legislative power was vested in the Cortes. The
government (through the ministry) was made answerable to the Cortes. Alcala
Zamora was elected President and Manuel Azana, a veteran Republican leader, the
Prime Minister.

The controversial Article 26: (1) the State should cease to contribute to the
stipends to the priests, (2) the religious orders could hold property necessary to their
functions, (3) the religious orders that endanger the state should be dissolved, and
(4) religious orders should cease to engage in teaching. (R.A.C. Parker, Europe
1919 -45. London 1967, p. 197). The order caused a direct and ill advised clash with
the Catholic sentiment. It also prompted the organization of a party of the Right with
the object to reverse the Church settlement. As a result, a Catholic party was
organized under Gil Robles and was named CEDA.

7.2 October 1931 to November 1933

During Azanads hig dhke Republic was in the hands of the left
Republicans and the Socialists. In the opposition were the Catholic right, the Basque
Catholics, the Navarre Carlists and Radicals led by Lerroux.

The government launched a programme designed to destroy the old ruling
powers of the country, such as the Church, the plutocracy and the army. The Cortes
gave the industrial worker social insurance benefits and guaranteed the right to
collective bargaining, modernization of the military equipment and reforms. The
officer corps of the army was reduced by half. Railroads and the Bank of Spain were
nationalized. The government also granted limited autonomy to Catalonia and the
Basque provinces. To eradicate illiteracy, schools were opened. The new government
also granted universal suffrage, freedom from arbitrary imprisonment and legal
divorce. It abolished death penalty. Other innovations included old age pension.
Progress in hydro-electric power continued from the d e Ri v peariadd 3esuit order
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was expelled, large estates were confiscated and state schools were opened to
diminish the church role in education..

In spite of substantial reforms and achievements the republic failed to satisfy
the power groups. Azana government failed to arrest disorder which led to the ruin
of the Republic. The Anarchists erupted and burnt the churches and convents. They
were particularly violent in Madrid and Andalusia. The CNT set off a series of violent
strikes; in Barcelona and Seville the government used artillery against a general
strike. The Anarcho-Syandicalists and the Communists denounced the reforms @s
only scratching the surface6 whereas the Rightists said that dhe reforms had gone
too faré Merchants, manufacturers and landlords were antagonized by the pro-labour
policies of the government. The army officials disliked the military reforms. The
Catholics were antagonized because of the anti-clerical laws. Thus, the Republicans
found themselves sandwiched in the fire of violence caused by the Rightists and the
Leftists.

In August 1933 an attempt was made by a section of the army in Seville to
overthrow the anti-clerical dictatorship of Azana. Though a fiasco, it led to ar my 6 s
resent ment at Azanmands military refo

Anarchism arrived in 1868. Its adherents were peasants and workers. They
favoured direct action to bring about a total revolution rather than simply better
wages and working conditions. At the start of the 20™ century the Spanish anarchism
had grown and matured enough to form a national movement.

Az anao0s nmenv lest support from the Right (CEDA) and the Left. The
Anarchists and the Syndicalists controlled the powerful trade unions. These two left-
wing political parties felt that Azana was the middle of the road. They wanted more
communistic state and the overthrow of the constitution. The extreme left organized
strikes and riots in an effort to destabilize the government.

In January1933 about 25 people were killed by the government troops near
Cadiz. As a result, the government lost the support of the working class, and the
Socialists withdrew their support to the government. In September 1933, therefore,
Azana resigned.

After Azana, there followed a series of weak coalition governments. When the
regular general elections were held in November1933, the parties of the Right and
the Right-centre won sweeping victory.

7.3 November 1933 7 February 1936

The new right wing groups i the CEDA i led by Gil Robles, the Carlist
traditionalists, and the monarchists and the centrist the Radicals led by Lerroux
formed the government. The Left i Republican parties suffered a severe reverse and
the socialists lost half of their seats. The Cortes elected in 1933 was dominated by
Lerroux6 Radicals and the CEDA.

The Carlists

The followers of the royal pretender Don Carlos were called the Carlists. The Carlists
combined a deeply devout Catholicism with a passionate devotion to their country
and its ancient traditions. Their programme was monarchy, regional autonomy and
paternal rul e; it was express&®dDSin PARRI A mMMoiREX : 6 DIGOE
our | iberties, country, and Kingé. Their hegrtland w
and Alava though they had a strong following in the other two Basque provinces
which were in the Republican control.
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See: Philip Toynbee, The Distant Drum, Reflections on the Spanish Civil War ,
Jackson Limited, 1976, p.68.

Thus, the new government was conservative government of the Radical
Republicans and the Catholic right (November 1933 to February 1936).The
government announced a programme which called for amendment of some laws, and
reversed some of the changes of 1931-1933. The religious orders were left to carry
on as before 1931. The Jesuits could now teach again.

The Anarchists were active also. In December 1933 a rising broke out in
Aragon, but the troops quickly suppressed it killing 66 members of the CNT. In
March, a general strike lasted for four weeks in Saragossa. The government of
Catalonia had its quarrel with the government at Madrid who destroyed an attempt
at agrarian reform within Catalonia.

There were different organizations for social change, such as, CNT, UGT.
CNTOGs maj or area of strength was in Cat al o
socialist trade union formed in 1888 was a reformist movement. It believed in the
advance of working class through peaceful strikes. By 1934 the UGT became a
powerful organization with its major base of working class support in the Asturias,
around Bilbao, in Madrid, Valencia and in the urban areas of western Spain.

The Right wing government angered Catalans who had their privileges
withdrawn. On October 4 Lerroux included three members of the CEDA in the
government. This sparked protest from the working class. The Socialists argued that
they were confronted wi t bBndtthedeftRepublicans sa@ intiba
criminal distortion of the Republic of 1931-33.

A revolt broke out in Barcelona, Madrid and Asturias in October 1934. In 1934
Lluis Companys (the head of the Catalan Republican left party) and the Barcelona
regional government proclaimed a d&atalan State6 within the Spanish Federal
Republic. For this initiative he was sentenced to thirty years in prison. But in Asturias
a full scale social war broke out. It was the area of miners and iron workers. Their
union was organized and affiliated to UGT and CNT. General Franco and General
Goded were entrusted with the task to suppress the rising. General Franco brought
troops from Morocco. Thousand of Asturians were killed and many were arrested.
The Generals were successful in suppressing the revolt of 1934. The rising in
Asturias appeared a rehearsal of the coming civil war. (See: G.Brenan, The Spanish
Labyrinth , Cambridge, 1943, pp 265-289)

Thus, the Repyebrs 198168933 avor egarded as Obl ac
are marked by increasing social and political violence. The October revolution of
1934 is the watermark point, - a dividing line in the second Republic. A revolt
engineered by the Socialists against the legally constituted government caused a
fear of i Re d nRthe mindsi o th@ right wing parties. The government
removed many left wing leaders from active politics on the ground of holding them
responsible for Asturias violence. To the parties of the Left the conservative
government seemed intent upon nullifying the economic and social gains.

It became clear by now that it was not Lerroux at all, but the clerical leader
Gil Robles who was the most powerful man in the country, and under his skillful
guidance Spain was moving towards the quasi fascism and an all out chaos.

Thus, to avoid some serious trouble the only way was to hold election again.
One of the most significant elections in the history of Spain were held in February
1936. The country was sharply polarized into two political camps, popularly known as
OFrontsbo. On t he right wer e Gi | Robl es an
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The Spanish Civil War

agreement with the Monarchists, the Carlist s and the Agrarians

party). It was called the National Front, or the Nationalists. The left was united in the
Popular Front or the Republicans. The left wing parties (the Communists, Socialists,
Liberals, Republicans and the Anarchists) combined to form the rival front. Excluded
from these blocks were the Centre, the Basques and a new far-right-wing
organization known as the Falange under Jose Antonio Primo de Rivera. (See:
Stephen J. Lee, European Dictatorships: 1918 -1945 , Routledge, 2000, p. 289)

Falange
The Spanish fascist party founded in 1933 by Jose Antonio Primo de Rivera, whose
father had been the military dictator of Spain from 1923 to 1930. He believed in
violence on fascist methods. It was a small paramilitary fascist movement. It was
anti-liberal, anti-parliamentarian and anti authoritarian.

Franco in April 1937 decreed unification of Falange and the Carlist in a single
party under his leadership.

The Party Flag
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Bandera_FE_JONS.svg)

In the elections of 1936 the Popular Front emerged successful with a
majority. The results were alarming. The government was formed under Azana. He
again started all his earlier reforms. He regarded Franco and Goded as major threat

(or

and sent them to Canary and Balearic | sl ands. Azanab6s popénilyci es

provocative and later proved to be a prelude to the civil war

7.4 The Government of the Popular Front 1936

The Party Flag of the Popular Front
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Flag_of_the_Popular_Front_(Spain).svg)

Manual Azana
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The Spanish Civil War

(http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/SPazana.htm)

With Manual Azana as President of the Republic, the Social leader, Casares
Quirogo became the Prime Minister. Azana government introduced social reforms,
promised land reform and restoration of Catalan autonomy. But the supporters
expected much more. Largo Caballero, the UGT leader, called openly for a revolution
from the united working class. Many extremists of the left were also getting
impatient and wanted orderly changes. They started burning convents and churches,
destroyed fascist and monarchist newspaper offices and political headquarters, and
in the country districts seized large estates. The Right wing, too, retaliated and
attacked the leftists6 headquarters. The conflict led to turmoil. The moderate
Republican government under Casares Quirogo could not control the deteriorating
state of affairs. Spain was plunging into anarchy. The Right (mainly Falangists) and
the Left extremists were fighting in the streets. Political murder and gang warfare in
the streets of Spain were frequent.

8. Spain on the Threshold of Civil War

All the attempts made by different governments, - monarchy, First Republic,
again restored monarchy, and dictatorship failed to give political stability.

On the other hand, it arrested the socio-economic progress. Even the second
Republic failed to achieve what Spain expected. It failed because it was confronted
with peasant rising, military plots, anarchist outrages, monarchist agitations,
separatist movements, labour strikes and revolt of miners of Asturias, fascist
movement of Falange.

Economically Spain was weak. Industrial development took place only in some
provinces. Even migration during 1920s could not bring relief to the country. The
falling exchange value of peseta in 1929 was a sign of economic ill health. Spain
was primarily an agricultural country, and the trade depression of 1930s hit prices
for crops. Exports dropped. Olive oil and wine fell in value. Previously used to
agricultural land fell into disuse. Industries, particularly iron and steel, were hit as
no one had the money to pay for the products. Iron production fell by 33% and steel
by 50%. Unemployment increased, industrial and agricultural areas, and wages
were reduced because the economy was struggling against the depression.

Dissatisfaction spread all over the country, - industrialists, trade union, land
lords and the Roman Catholic Church i all showed their resentment against the
government. These groups realized that in Europe the countries which were afraid of
communi sm and St aMouldhhelp them.s si a

Thus, the political, social and economi ¢ 6warsd waged by differe
groups all over Spain against the government were expressed in the forum of
strikes, propaganda, obstruction, insurrection and murders locking Spain into a
vortex of instability.

By the time the Assembly was dissolved in January 1936 the Republic had
experienced governmental crisis where 72 ministers had served during the four and
a half years. (See: H. Thomas, The Spanish CivilWar , Penguin, 1975, chapter 2.).

An explosive situation arose when the Right wing political leader in the Cortes
Calvo Sotelo was assassinated by officers of the Asaltos. They were apparently
instigated to murder some prominent man of the Right. On July 13, 1936 a group of
army officers gave an ultimatum to the government that they would take matters
into their hand if the order was not restored. The Moderate Republican government
answered to it by dismissing some of the high ranking officers and transferred some
others to remote posts.
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The murder of Calvo Sotelo with the connivance of the government security
forces was the final blow to the Right and the army. They realized that they were
now in serious danger and only military rule could save them. So, they made

In 1932 General Sanjurjo pronounced in Seville that one of the demands was

Opresaeti on of the historic unity of Spaindé. @&@Spain On
the army in 1936.

preparations for the takeover of the country government. Thus, the rising started

from Morocco on July 17-18, 1936. The insurgents were first led by General Sanjurjo

who was killed two months later. The command was then taken over by General

Franco. After capturing Morocco, the insurgents came to the main land Spain. The

| oy al to the government were known as ORepublicansbd,

government were known as O6Nationalistsd.

Do you know?

During four and a half years of the second Republic there were three general
elections in June 1931, in November 1933 and in February 1936; and there were 15
changes of the governments a chronic instability which characterized the whole
period.

9. Course of the Civil War

There were mainly four stages of civil war which continued for three long
years:
1. July - October 1936 i The rebel armies from Morocco captured the area of south
T western Spain but failed to take the capital.
2. April T October 1937 7 The rebels captured the northern republican territories, the
Basque provinces, Santander and Asturias.
. March i April 1938 i The rebels drove to the Mediterranean coast south of Ebro.
. December i March 19391 The rebels conquered Catalonia and captured Central
Spain.

W
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Spanish Civil War : Map
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Guerra Civil Espa%C3%B1lola.svg)
(From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia)

PROTECTORADO FRANCES

[ Initial Nationalist zone 8 July 1936 bl and battles
|| Nationalist advance until September 1936 MWNaval battles
|| Nationalist advance until October 1937 ,

|| Nationalist advance until November 1938 Bombed cities
|| Nationalist advance until February 1939 O .

| Last area under Republican control Concentration camps

EMain Nationalist centres

»% Massacres
BMain Republican centres

@Refugee camps

Causes of the Civil War

1. Remote i Socio-Political economic instability which continued for two centuries.
2. Failure of the Second Republic to control the threat of anarchy.

3. The revolution of October, 1934 is the immediate origin of the civil war.

4. Murder of Calvo Sotelo 1936: immediate reason

Spain was sharply divided between the Nationalists and the Republicans. The
right wing Nationalists included the conservatives and the Monarchists; the left wing
was supported by the Socialists and the Communists. The rival forces were gripped
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by mutual suspicion. The right wing camp feared an imminent danger of social
revolution. On the other hand, the left wing was afraid of the fascist regime by the
right wing.

General Francisc fénco
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Franco0001.PNG)

By the end of 1936 the rebels led by General Franco occupied the northern
and western Spain, and the Republican forces held Madrid and eastern Spain. The
rebels planned to move strategically, they planned to encircle Madrid and cut
republican Spain in half by advancing eastward from Teruel towards Valencia. The
government lost the northern part of Bilbao, but quickly took back Teruel. In 1938
aid from Italy and Germany to the rebels changed the Republican fate. It was a
decisive blow and changed the character of the war. The internal conflict was
becoming international in character. Franco with the Italian and German assistance
took back Teruel and advanced to the sea, and in 1939 captured Madrid.

The war ended in the complete and unconditional victory of General Franco.

By April 1, 1939 the Franco government was recognized by the governments of
Europe.
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The War ends
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Spain final-guerra-civil.jpg)

10. Nature of the Civil War

Accordingto Prest on 6t he Spanish civil war wdbke not one,
multiplicity of conflicts made the civil war complicated, and the internal conflicts were
exploited and kept alive by external factors, and conditioned by them. The war was
treated as a diplomatic, mi |l i tary, and 6étesting ground6. The t hi
in the mountains and valleys of Spain echoed all over the world. The war was a
fundamental divide between the right and the left; the deep differences between the
two sides were expressed in ideological terms. There were many cross currents in
Spain which complicated the issues. Under the circumstances the Spanish civil war
could be seen from different standpoints, such as : was it a crusade?, was it the first
major struggle between fascism and communism?, was it a social revolution?, was
it a class struggle?, or was it an international conflict, - a testing ground and a dress
rehearsal for the second world war?
In this civil war the Nationalists were fighting to destroy the Republic, and
wanted to impose a system which would be authoritarian, Christian and traditional.
On the other hand, there were Republicans who were fighting to save the Republic.
The Republicans were also divided and undecided: should they keep it in its existing
form, or revolutionize it. The Nationalists won because of their unity and leadership
of General Franco. The victory resulted in the establishment of his dictatorship.

Wa s it a 6crusadeo6? Gener al Franco had over whe
6Nati omahk projeddedd t he war as a O6crusaded against the g
felt that these 6godless | eftd were trying to subver

By giving the war a religious colour, Franco emphasized the defensive nature of the
uprising. He carefully and closely associated his army with the Catholic religion. He
went to the extent of making the receiving of communion compulsory among his
troops. He promised to revive overriding religious zeal.
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The war was regarded as a social revolution from below. For the anarchists,
the peasants and the workers the war was a signal, i a signal to begin a social
revolution. They were in majority in Catalonia and Andalusia. They started
expropriating land, occupied factories and established cooperatives.

Some middle level political leaders began to cooperate with the Spanish
communists against Prime Minister Largo Caballero, a left socialist, (elected Prime
Minister in September 1936). As a result, he was replaced by Juan Negrin. The
change of the Premier did weaken the social revolution.

The civil war is regarded as a class struggle also. It reflects the class
di vi si ons. Carr says, iwhen they were free to choose
Republic and the upper classes were, with the few exceptions, fanatic Nationali st s 0.
The young intellectuals and members of the professions were inclined towards the
Republic, but their elder peers to Franco. Preston is of the view that the greatest
divide was in the rural areas between the landlords and the exploited peasants,
particularly in Andalusia and the Extremadura. The peasantry here aligned with the
Republicans, and the estate owners with the Nationalists.

Peter Kemp thinks that it was a civil war not only between Spaniards, but also
between Basques. He explains that the Carlists deeply believed in Catholicism.
Religious fanaticism was very intense in Navarre. Martin Blinkhorn explains the
indissolubility of religious, regional and social issues. The Carlists were fighting a war
on two fronts: against Basque autonomists and the social reforms of the Republic.

It is also said that the civil war was an ideological war: fascism against
communism.

The foreign intervention on both the sides changed the character of the
warring coalitions. The Spanish civil war began as a Spanish issue, fought on its own
soil. But it assumed the character of the European phenomenon as the time went on.
When the second World War started casting its shadow, Spain was becoming an
arena for the European diplomacy.

11. The Aftermath of the Civil War

The civil war was fiercely fought with savagery. After the 17™ century
religious wars, such savagery was not seen in the Western Europe. It left deep
politico-social and economic impact on Spain. According to David Thomson, the
degree of brutality was unrivalled; it left behind the post first world war miseries.
When the war ended, Spain was in a pitiable condition with ruins and destruction;
hunger and famine were seen all over.

With the aid of Mussolini and Hitler Franco established his unchallenged
dictatorship in Spain. He set up a fascist corporative state modeled after Italy.
Immediately he adhered to the anti-Comintern Pact in April 1939. Franco also
started immediately tub-thumping campaign for the return of Gibraltar to Spain. His
campaign for Gi braltar weakened Franceds strategy. I f
Germany, then Germany would place a potential enemy on its flank. Catalans and
Basques lost their regional autonomy. Communism, anarchism, socialism and
liberalism either went underground or were destroyed. Thus, the old groups of army,
church, landowners and grandees continued to rule.

The war carried a huge cost in terms of man and material, casualty and
exiles. It carried immense human sufferings. About 580,000 or more people died as
a result of war. The dead were not only those who fought in the battle field, but
included victims of air raids on the civilian targets. Thousands of lives were taken by
diseases and malnutrition. During the war about 200,000 Republican loyalists, too,
were killed, and about the same number of the Nationalists were killed by the
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Republicans. The Falanges and anarchists were taken out of the prison cells in
Madrid and shot dead. About 3, 000,000 people went into permanent exile.

The church lost more than 6.000 priests; nuns were killed by the Republicans.
Many churches were burnt, and images destroyed. London Daily Mail carried a report
on ARed Cr uciTheg Lomlom Baily. Mail carried a picture below under the
caption the "Spanish Reds' war on religious Execution" of the Sacred Heart of Jesus
by the Communist militiamen:

(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File: SpanishLeftistsShootStatueOfChrist.jpg)

Thebombi ng of Guernica became a great symbol of
the Basque people and indeed the people of Republican Spain. (See: ].S. Lee,
European Dictatorship s: 1918 -1945 , p. 293). Women execution were on both sides, -
the Republicans and the Nationalists. The killings were fundamentally the result of
the war being one in which the population was divided by class and belief, rather
t han geographically so that al | areas contained
dominant group. (See: G. Jackson, The Spanish Republic and the Civil War ; 1931 -
1939, Princeton, 1965, pp 25-28).

The economy of Spain worsened with the famine of 1941-42; and also
because the European continent plunged in a war closely after the conclusion of the
civil war. There was shortage of machinery and raw materials, and also of skilled
workers. A good number of technicians and trained workers was killed, thousands
were given long term prison, or were sent to concentration camps. As a result,
skilled workers were not available to man the factories.

Several cities were destroyed. Agriculture and agricultural workers were in a
pitiable condition. During the civil war harvests were small. In 1940 the wheat crop
was about half the average annual yield of the period 1931-35. Scarcity of food
products led to enormous price rise, but wages were not raised matching. The
decline in the purchasing power of both the agricultural and the industrial workers,
loss of man power due to killings and exile were the factors responsible for the wide
spread undernourishment in many parts of Spain. And though Spain did not
participate in the Second World War, yet she could not improve her economic health.
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12. International Diplomacy on the Civil War

The intervention of the European powers in the local conflict of Spain
polarized Europe. It also changed the character of the war. It became a phenomenon
in European diplomacy. The five big powers Great Britain, France, Germany, Italy
and Soviet Union had greatest interest in Spain. They pursued different and mutually
conflicting policies. Three years, from 1936 to 1939 foreign intervention did have its
impact on the event, and had effect on the Spanish civil war. The European
diplomacy was dominated by the issues arising from the war. Even the historians
agree that the war could not be won without the assistance from outside.

As a result of differing interests and policies an attempt was made to find
some mechanism to avoid involvement of European powers in the Spanish affairs.
And so France proposed the mechanism of 6non i nt er Me purposenvdas to
avoid a commitment to Spain and secondly, to have a device to prevent worsening of
relations with Germany and Italy, who had already advanced to help General
Francobs military.

12.1 Non-Intervention : A Mechanism

At t he initiative of Britain in September 193
I nterventi ond was or gawenty-seven icountties rintlading France,
Germany, Italy and Soviet Union participated. The purpose of the committee was to
prevent the shipment of men, war materials and munitions to the belligerent parties
in Spain, and to withdraw volunteers if they were there. The main motive of the
British and French governments was to attempt to maneuver Germany and Italy to
withdraw from Spain and then to negotiate a European settlement. Michael Alpert
observes that both Germany and Italy joined the Non-Intervention Committee with
the primary objective to restrain France from an all out support to the Spanish
Republic.

However, the Committee proved ineffective. It lacked the power to enforce
the Agreement. The Agreement was not binding in international law, and was
consistently flouted by Germany, Italy and Soviet Union. The League of Nations also
proved weak and ineffective. However, Britain and France adhered to the decisions of
non-intervention conference.

12.1.1 Britain

In Britain Baldwin was the Prime Minister when the civil war started in Spain.
The British government followed a pragmatic policy of non-intervention. The
government wanted to avoid any major war at any cost. The Foreignh Secretary,
Anthony Eden, wanted to maintain peace, so preferred that the continent should not
involve in the Spanish war. But Britain had some other interests also. Her citizens
had invested in Spain. The security of £ 40,000,000/- was at stake. Again, the
security of the strategic sea base at Gibraltar was a main concern. As a result the
British government kept silence and expressed support neither for the Popular Front
Government of Spain, nor for Francisco Franco. Many Conservatives were, however,
apprehensive of Bolshevism, so they quietly wished Franco to win. The Labour Party
was in opposition in Parliament, theydenounced the Spanish army officer

The British government tried to ignore the issues in Spain for a long time.
May be that by granting concessions under the Munich Pact of 29-9-1938, Britain
and France wanted to divert Germany and Italy away from Spain and Gibraltar
Between December 4, 1936 to December 8, 1938 Britain proposed to the Non-
Intervention Committee at least thirteen plans to mediate and to end the Spanish
war, to restrict the delivery of weapons and to get withdrawal of foreign troops.
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By the time Chamberlain became the Prime Minister in 1937, it had become
clear that the rebels would win the war in Spain. The new prime minister was willing
to accept this outcome. He was anxious to apply his appeasement policy, though the
Labour Party and the Trade Union Council (TUC) had officially abandoned non-
intervention at their 1937 conference. But the gover nme nintérgentionsh
policy continued. For Chamberlain, Franco commanded a cohesive conservative
movement. He was hopeful that Franco would seek the economic help from Britain,
and in turn, respect the British interests.

12.1.2 France

France had elected a Popular Front Government in June 1936, just a month
before the out break of the civil war. It was a coalition of the Socialists and the
Radical Socialist parties. Thus, the government in Paris was closer ideologically to
the Popular Front government in Spain. Premier Blum was a Socialist and desired a
Popular Front victory in Spain. But his government was deeply divided on the
question of support to the Spanish Republican government. The conservative
interests in the French Parliament, the army, the diplomatic corps, private business
and the Roman Catholic Church deterred Blum from any outright support to Madrid
government. Blum could not take a firm action.

Spain was important for France because of her geography and economic
wealth. France had invested $135,000,000/- in Spain, and had imperial interest in
Morocco and Algeria also. So the victory of the Spanish Republic controlled by the
Left could endanger the French economic interests.
victory meant that Spain would ally with Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy. This
alliance could aggravate the threat to the French frontiers in case of war. The key to
the French foreign policy was the historic suspicion that Germany was a major threat
to her security. France was ready to sacrifice any thing for the safety of the common
diplomatic stance against Germany.

France also apprehended that a hostile Spain would make it difficult for the
colonial troops to reach France. She also feared that the strategic material like pyrite
ore from Spain would be directed to the Reich.

Open support for Madrid by Blum could provoke the fall of his cabinet, or
cause civil conflict in France. It could also alienate Britain. So the French government
regarded the outbreak of civil war in Spain with great alarm. It was for this reason
that Blum reversed his decision to the Spanish request. (The Spanish Republic had
requested France on July 20, 1936 for twenty planes. Blum had earlier agreed to this
request. But after visiting London on July 22-23, 1936 he reversed his decision to aid
the Republic.)

Technically, France proposed the international agreement to impose an arms
embargo on both the Spanish factions on August 1-3, 1936. She adhered to the rules
accepted by the Non-Intervention Committee

12.1.3 Germany and Italy

Involvement of the Nazi Germany and the Fascist Italy in the Spanish affairs
made the civil war appear as a dvar of international fascismé By the end of August
1936 Germany and Italy both had agreed not to intervene in Spain, either by
supplying arms, by giving financial support or by sending volunteers. As a result of
the Non-Intervention an international Committee to supervise the implementation of
the Agreement was set up. But in the first meeting of the Committee (held on 9%
September, 1936) it became clear that the agreement was not being honoured. The
members openly defied it. Both Germany and Italy had clear motives. Hitler wanted
to consolidate his good relations with Mussolini. They both discussed the military
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intelligence and their future plan. They coordinated their aid to the insurgents. In
this Spanish war Germany and Italy came closer to attack the Popular Front.

Germany had some economic motive also. The lure of the Spanish copper ore
and other mineral resources attracted her and Hitler hoped to exploit them. He also
nursed grievances against the Versailles Treaty of 1919. Hitler had to weaken the
French-Soviet alliance, because this alliance could encircle Germany. So he labeled
the alliance of the Popul ar Front of Spain as 6communistodo. Al s
6Jewi shé anti fascist Popular Front in France coul d
could destroy the Spanish Popular Front.

Hitler had his diplomatic programme and Eastern ambitions. It could be
achieved by dividing anti German coalition which could be formed. If France was
involved in war with Spain, she would withdraw her men from Rhine, and would not
pay much attention to Czechoslovakia. For such reasons Germany thought France
and Britain would not intervene in Spain. So Germany secretly dispatched 16,000
military advisers, latest aircrafts and the services of the Condor Legion. Germanyé s
contribution to Spain worth $215 million helped Franco, and also made him available
the first class technical services. In all 118,882 tons of weapons costing RM
540,000,000/- were sent to Franco. This aspect of German aid turned the scale
decisively in favour of Franco.

Italy, too, did not support the Spanish Popular Front and France because both
thecoal i ti ons stressed on anti Fasci st 6crusadebd. Mu s s
French bias. Italy also wanted to realize his ambition of the Mediterranean Roman
Empire. In this project France was her rival, who had naval interests in Balearic
Islands. As a result Italy took keen interest in Spanish affairs. She did not adhere to
non-intervention pact. On the other hand she decided to assist the insurgents, and
made available to the Spanish rebels Savoia-marchetti air crafts. These aircrafts
were used to transport the Spanish Foreign Legion and Moorish regulars from
Morocco to Spain.

Italy also negotiated with the Nationalists and signed a treaty with them in
November 1936. According to this treaty Franco would work with Italy to modify
Article 16 of the League Covenant. This Article was used against Italy during the
Ethiopian campaign. Again, Spain would be benevolently neutral in any future war in
which Italy would be engaged. Franco also specifically promised that no
transshipment of troops of a third party would be allowed in Spain or the Balearic
Islands. It was more clearly directed against France.

The Italian support helped Franco in transporting troops from Morocco to
Southern Spain. It gave boost to the morale of the Nationalists.

12.1.4 Soviet Union

The Soviet government tried to adhere to the agreement of the non-
intervention. But when Germany and Italy did not honour the non-intervention
agreement the Soviet government too, did not remain tied to it. Lenin regarded
Spain as 6 a pr ofori Bdlshayismidi e Add Trot skyos opinion wa
AiSpaniards are ripe in town and countryo for communi
the Russians moved slower than the Germans and the Italians. Only after October
1936 the Soviet Government gave important military aid to the Republicans. The aid
included war materials, elements of air force and munitions, technical advisors,
pilots, drivers and political commisars.
Soviet government also encouraged volunteers to enlist in the International
Brigades which first went into action in November 1936 in defense of Madrid. These
brigades consisted of volunteers, - the young idealists of democratic or leftist
conviction, i anti fascist émigrés from France, Germany, Italy, Britain, Hungary,
Switzerland and Sweden. These volunteers were about 40,000. The importance of
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this international Brigade was that they had military roles, and also they were
significant for their struggle for democracy and sustaining sympathy for the Spanish
Republic among western European intellectuals.
About the Soviet intervention, Denis Smyth says that it was primarily
defensive. It was intended to encourage Britain and France to defend the Spanish
Republic. Also, it was aimed at roping them in partnership with the Soviet Union in
anti fascist European block.
Thus, the initial defense of Madrid and its success was largely because of the
Sovi et assistance. However, Stalinbés involvement i
stiffen the west against fascism. Moscow began to lose interest when she was
convinced that the role of the Western powers was passive, and that they would not
take serious steps to prevent a Nationalist victory. Moscow, therefore, began to lose
interest, and also curtailed its commitment.
Thus, the impact of the USSR may be summarized as following:
(1) The alien ideology endangered Francob6s crusade.
(2) Direct intervention was crucial for the Republic to survive through International
Brigades and PCE and PSUC with whom the USSR had close contact.
(3) The gradual withdrawal of the direct support to the Republic by the Soviet Union
resulted in the failure of the Republic to wage war effectively..
(4) The USSR withdrew from Spain because she went closer to Hitler. The USSR and
Germany concluded the Nazi-Sovi et-aggressni ondé Pact of. August 1939

13. Significance for the European Politics

The Spanish civil war was a significant event in the European history, - both
at national and international arena. The military coup was not a new phenomenon in
Spain. The country had witnessed several in the past. But this time it was at the
period when the country was undergoing the industrial and agricultural unrest, and
facing the problem of under employment. The problem was also exaggerated by
communism. Ideologies of socialism, nationalism and separatism in Catalonia
aggravated the malady. The Republic not only failed to solve the problems, but

complicated them also by fanningt he bi tterness between the O6Rightso

Even the separation of church, and the state failed to establish harmony in the
society.

The Spanish civil war attracted the attention of the major European powers of
France, Britain, Germany, Italy and Russia. They weighed how far this conflict could
be exploited by intervention or non-intervention. Their action influenced the
character of the warring coalitions. The ideologies of Mussolini and Hitler brought
Franco closer to them. The government of Russia had sympathy with the
Republicans. So, Stalin justified his aid as defense of the communisma France and
Britain, too, intervened. But they did not take active side with any coalition. They
only tried to interfere by stopping the supply of arms and ammunition to the warring
factions by other powers. The intervention by the Soviet Union on the side of the
Republic did help success in Madrid, which arreste
Spanish war did not remain a local and internal affair of Spain.

The war had its impact on European politics. It led to split in the French and
the British cabinets. Anthony Eden had to resign. The Soviet Union intervened
because of the fear that the Nazi would become free to move eastward against the
vulnerable Soviet frontiers. For Fascism, it was the international implication of the
Spanish war that was important more than the events in Spain. The war exposed the
weaknesses in the anti-fascist movement. On the other hand, a proposal from Russia
could check the Nazi expansion.
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Stalinbs unil ater al decl arati on of ffaBast
alliance. It had more Machiavellian motives than altruism or idealism. By providing
sufficient aid to the Republicans to stiffen their resistance against the Nationalists,
Stalin was able to deflect the Nazi aggression from Eastern Europe until 1938. (See:
R. Thurlow, Fascism, Cambridge,1999, p.77). Hitler realized the dangers of the
collective security.

Britain and France were reluctant to align with the Soviet Union in the anti
fascist crusade. However, they were not with Hitler also, whose rise had disturbed
the balance of power in Europe. Chamberlain was worried because of the disturbed
power equation. Hitler assessed well that Britain and France were united in their
policy of non-intervention in Spain, but they had different reasons and motives.
Britain continued with the policy of appeasement, and Chamberlain saw some merit

|l ecti ve 5

in Hitler#fBesalsof ailm some need for the revision of s on
clausesdé in the Treaty of Versailles. Chamberl ain wa

Germany. Anthony Eden resigned from the cabinet in February 1938, but it had no
repercussion on the British policy.

France, on the other hand, was politically divided between the Radical
Socialist Popular Front backed by the communists and those who supported the
Republic on the one hand, and the members of the radical right on the other. The
Radical right vehemently opposed any intervention in the Spanish affairs. They were
particularly against those whom they regarded anarcho-syndicalists, burners of
churches and rapists of the nuns.

The League of Nations was proving a failure. It could not take action as an
effective international police. Th e failure of 6 ¢ o lahde the i nore
cooperation of Britain and France with Stalin at the beginning and during the Spanish
war boosted confidence in Hitler. He found little threat of effective action by them.
Hitler was confident that Britain and France would not join forces with the Soviet
Union in anti-fascist crusade. On 31 May 1937 Germany and Italy withdrew from
the Non-intervention Committee.

The forcing of the Anschluss (union of Austria and Germany) and the
acquisition of the Sudetenland both in 1938, were two significant events. By these
actions Hitler demonstrated the difficulties involved in forming an effective alliance
against fascist aggression. Although the democracies were to stiffen their resistance
to Hitler after the Munich Agreement (1938), the continuing mutual distrust between

secur it

Britain, France and Soviet Union allowed Hi t | er t o exploit the failure o

security © and t-fiascistaallianice. The o6Pact of Steel 0, a
between Germany and Italy in 1939, further cemented the Rome-Berlin Axis.

Do you know?

Appeasement a Dominant View

In 1938 Winston Churchill argued in public against the appeasement of Germany and
Italy through non-intervention in Spain. He said that by pursuing appeasement
Britain was letting its class interest overcome its strategic interests.

See: H. Graham, The Spanish Civil War , Oxford 2005, p.81-82

The Spanish civil war gave opportunity to Germany and Italy to test their
latest weapons, techniques and methods of warfare. It was a fore runner of another
great war, - a rehearsal for it. It was drifting Europe towards another catastrophe.
Further, the victory of Franco also allowed Germany and Italy easy access to a range
of important materials including iron ore, copper, zinc, tin and mercury. (See: H.
Thomas, The Spanish Civil War )
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14. Drift Towards World War i II

The Spanish civil war started as a domestic conflict and, fought within the
Spanish boundary. But it later became a battleground of European diplomacy.

During the three years from 1936 to 1939 the events in Spain slowly drifted
the European powers towards another great catastrophe of war. It was the
consequence of the Nazi and the Fascist intervention that the Republic, i the Popular
Front , could succeed in branding the cTha hdwi
alignment and concert in Europe emerged. As a result, the continent got divided into
blocks, i the Democratic block and the Fascist block. This division was to a great
extent responsible for the disaster of 1939. The war in Spain ended on April 1, 1939,
and within five months the World War-II started on September 1, 1939.

During the Spanish conflict Italy and Germany came closer. Berlin and Rome
discussed and divided the sphere of influence. Accordingly, Mussolini got a free hand

in the western Medi terranean, and GAarnme mpgint i

protocol (named 6t he Axi s 0 cdmentddutkesr diiendship. Both of them
agreed to a joint recognition of the Nationalist Spain.

The Spanish question was responsible for the worsening of the Anglo-German
relations. When Bilbao fell to the Nationalists, the rich iron ore mines of Vizcaya
came under their control. This iron ore was now redirected to Germany who was so
far dependent on the Welsh smelters. Franco agreed secretly that after the war
concludes, Germany would be given first preference for a comprehensive trade
agreement. But Hitler wanted uninterrupted continuous supply of the Spanish iron
and pyrite ore at the expense of Britain. This was resented to by Britain.

The growing Anglo-German tension sent Britain closer to France. However,
the Anglo-French friendship was not as close as that of Germany and Italy. Neville
Chamberlain, the new conservative British Prime Minister in 1937 wanted to appease
Germany by proposing the Four Power Pact. The Pact included Germany, Italy,
France and Britain. It notably excluded the Soviet Union because Chamberlain was
under the pressure of the British commercial interest to grant some recognition to
Franco. Chamberlain also did not count Russia a power factor in his assessment. The
conclusion of the Pact at Munich was a diplomatic defeat for the Soviet Union.
Because by this Agreement of 29 September, 1938 Britain and France yielded to the
Hi tl er6s demand f or. It was alSa a ddathnblow rta the diplomatic
hopes of the Spanish Republic.

Britain wanted to improve her relations with Italy. So after Munich
Agreement, she moved two plans to mend relations with Italy. One was a visit to
Mussolini to develop Anglo-Italian rapprochement. For Britain, in ideological terms,
the real enemy was communism, not fascism; therefore Stalin not Mussolini. The
other was, to alienate Italy from Germany. For this, they were to ask France to
improve relations with Italy. But Chamberlain6s e f f or tThe iflea iofl aeCbncert
of Europe maintaining peace against the forces of social revolution seemed absurd to
Mussolini. For him, the essence of politics was struggle and war.

The security dream of the governments of Britain and France crumbled in
March 1939 when violating the underlying philosophy of the Munich Pact, Germany
moved into Prague. Chamberlain denounced Hitler and unilaterally announced
guarantee of the integrity of Poland. In Spain, Franco had by now taken Madrid and
officially proclaimed victory on April 1, 1939.

The year 1939 also saw the emergence of a new power alignment in Europe.
France sabotaged the 1935 Mutual Assistance Pact with Russia. The sabotage drifted
the Soviet to align with Germany. Stalin revived the Russo-German Pact by the
Rapallo Treaty of 1922. The Treaty was technically alive. The basis of the pact was
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that both Germany and Russia had common hatred of Poland. The Conservative
hostility towards Soviet Russia facilitated the Nazi-Soviet Pact in 1939.

15. Conclusion

The causes of the Spanish civil war may be traced to the nineteenth century,
or even earlier. The affluent wealth killed the initiative to work hard. The gold from
the New World infused inertia. The Spaniards consumed to enjoy wealth without
caring to produce. The result was that the Spanish economy became stagnant, and
gradually started to decline. Whereas the other countries had developed vibrant
industrial economy, Spain was legging behind in agricultural sector also. The market
of its produce was shrinking. There was no industrial development, nor agricultural.

There was wide cleavage in the society: big rich landlords and the poor
landless labour. Also, there were people who believed in religion and had faith in the
churches, but there were atheists and socialists. On political fronts there were
monarchists struggling against the Republicans who were active to replace
monarchy by a popular elected democracy. Thus, there were groups close to various
countries professing those ideologies, - United Kingdom, France, Germany, USSR,
Italy. These political groups were clashing and out to eliminate the rival. The murder
of Calvo Sotelo sparked the dynamite in 1936.

After the civil war started the interest of the European states had a change.
Now they were interested not only in the wealth of Spain, but also to control the
country by supporting the warring factions. There were mainly three groups: Britain
and France, Germany and Italy, and the USSR. Whereas Germany and Italy were
branded as fascists, the USSR was communist and Marxist. And Britain and France
were democracies, though they had also the communist and fascist factions.

Germany had an eye on the mineral wealth of Spain, and wanted to exploit it
exclusively. She secured exclusive supply of the iron and pyrite ore from Spain
which hurt Britain.

The European hawks had some ulterior motives in helping the warring groups.
On the one hand, they were supplying arms and ammunition and other aid; on the
other hand, they were testing their fire power and fighting techniques and strategies
in the event of a conflict with the major power. If Germany and Italy were
aggressively progressing, Britain and France were busy in appeasing them. If
Germany was violating the Treaty of Versailles, the other groups were trying to
pacify her with treaty concessions. But they failed in their programme. After getting
concessions, building their armaments and testing their techniques in Spain, they
opened the war front, which later developed into the World War-II.

By the time the Spanish civil war ended in April 1939, the European powers
had already advanced too fast towards another catastrophe. The World War-II broke
out within four months. The Spanish civil war had prepared the European powers
diplomatically, strategically and economically for such a devastating event. But to
Franco the interest of Spain was main consideration, so he did not participate in
World War II and remained neutral through out the war.

16. Civil War in Art and Literature

The civil war was the subject of a vast body of art and literature which
emerged during and after the war. Some writers who were activists fought in the
war. They also produced some remarkable and surprisingly objective literature.

Ameri can novel i st HorWhbhetheiBeligolla y §1940) is based on
his experience in Spain. British writer Ge or g e O rHamabel tdCGatalonia (1938) is
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an account of his service on the loyalistbés side, and
bet ween the major politi c aAMormeatootWao n French naveliste Lee 6 s
Andre Malrauxdé Days of Hope and Austrian Franz Borkenaud sThe Spanish Cockpit
and Gerald Gre n a nSpanish Labyrinth are excellent literature produced on the civil
war. The young English poets like W.H. Auden and Stephen Spender visited Spain
and composed poems. Virginia Woolfds nephew Julian B
the communist writer John Cornford left his studies at Cambridge and went to Spain.
Many important cultural figures in modern Spain were born in early 20%
century, lived through the civil war, and worked into the new millennium grappling
with the enormous changes in the Spanish society during their life time.
In the literature Spaniards produced work in the 20" century that continues
to critical acclaim and a wide readership.
Federico Garcia Lorca (1899 i 1936) was active in the cultural life of the
Second Republic. He was arrested by the Nationalists and killed at the start of the
civil war. But he remains one of the iconic figures in the 20" century Spanish
literature. There were other writers who went into exile during the civil war, or chose
to live outside Spain when Franco held power. Some of them may be mentioned as
Ramon Jimenez (1881-1958), Ramon Sender (1902 i 1982), Jorge Guillen (1893i
1984), and Juan Goytisolo.
There are other writers who decided to live and work in Spain regardless of
their relationship with the Franco regime. Some such writers whose works are
available in English are: Jose Ortega y Gasset, Gonzalo Torrente Ballester, Camilo
Jose Cela, Ana Maria Matute and Vicente Aleixandre.
Some painters and other artists covered a broad spectrum, such as the
Basque |l gnacio Zuloaga known for his Natiopalistbés
and for that reason he was out of favour in the international art community during
Franco regime. He is known for his portraits and flamenco dancing. Picasso also
produced brilliant works in a variety of media and styles. He is best known for his
cubist works. The celebrated artist of modern times, Pablo Picasso commemorated
the bombing of Guernica city in his painting is given below:

(http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/7/74/PicassoGuernica.jpg)
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Salvador Dali (1904 i 1989) was a cartoonist. He is known for his surrealism both in
his personal life and in his art: Foreshadowing the conflict6-

Salvador Dali's Soft Construction with Boiled Beans (Premonition of Civil War) (1936)
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_Civil_War)

Joan Miro (1893 i 1983) is a Catalan artist. He found his inspiration in Catalan
themes and primitive art.

The writers produced objective literature which is the greatest war
contribution to literature in the 20" century.

17. Historiography of the Civil War

The military coup in Spain of July 1936, lasted for three years, and as the
conflict dragged on, its character became a civil war. It was against the left republic.
An indigenous conflict in the beginning, took the colour of ideological international
conflict, and appeared as a prelude to the second world war. Thus, because of the
complicity of the events and the multiplicity of conflicts the meaning of war had
divergent views. There is no uniformity in approaches to the problem whether it was

6a <crusadebod, 6a regional war 6, 6a <class @ltruggl eb,

revolutionbé6.
Paul Peterson is of the opinion that much documentation was destroyed
during the civil war, either because of the accident, or for the fear of later reprisals.

The |l ong span of Francobs dictatorship gminade enough al

the material which could shed light on the repression and corruption. It was only
after the death of Franco that the Spanish archives opened.

On the fiftieth anniversary of the civil war many conferences and symposia
were held in Spain and outside. The Spanish civil war has aroused considerable
emotions and drawn attention, either for Republicans or for the Francoist side. As a
result, fresh study and new literature on civil war threw new light on the conflict.

The Francoist historiography concludes that that the nature of war was of a

struggle between the Oébarbaric godless hordes
of the traditional Christian valuesd. The war
The Spanish I eft regard as Bi bl Te Spansh Gvd r k

War6. Ger al d Br enesSpadish Labyrinttk (1943) is an authentic account of
the period. He concludes that it was fundamentally a Spanish affair, rooted with
agrarian question. It could be understood only in the background of the previous
hundred years of Spanish development.
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Raymond Carr has given two books: Spain 1808 1 1939 (1966) and Spanish
Tragedy (1977) . He concl ude $" cenbuayt disSspeasi wedesdue2td the
failure of Spanish liberalism. The Liberals failed to break the power of the old landed
oligarchy in order to carry through the political and economic modernization of the
country.

Gabriel Jackson in The Spanish Republic and the Civil War (1965) gives a

humane account of 19306s fromw.he Il eft I|iberal poi
The Coming of The Civil War (1978) by Paul Preston explains the extremism

of the national politics in terms of social conflicts in the mining districts and in the big

estates of the south. He gives a new approach to

Thenew trend is refl ect Revoldtion and a War inBpam 493 n 6 s

T 1939 (1984). It is a collection of papers by young Spanish and British scholars. The
authors go beyond the standard mono casual and strictly political explanations. The
volume focuses on the diversity of structure and socio-political dynamics of Spain by

regi on. It seeks to build greater understanding

i mpact on the economic factors which conditi

Juan Linz and Alfred Stepan in their book Breakdown of Democratic Regimes
give an analysis of the dynamics that produce the collapse. It gives a new original
approach to the problem.

Shlomo Ben-A mi ®sgins of the Second Republic in Spain (1978) provides a
starting point with a political study of the early republicanism in 1930-31 down to the
initial institutionalization of the new system.

There is a dominating work on the general politics of the revolution by
Burnett Bollotens. His work The Spanish Revolution (1979) is highly documented. It
is one of the few classics on the civil war. He examines the dictatorial nature of the
communist method once they gained the upper hand.

Helen Graham in the Spanish Republic at War 1936 T 1939 (2002) gives an
account of the Second Republic.

Hel en Gr aham6s oTha 8panishw@ivil KVari s(2005). It explains the
civil war, its causes, course and consequences in national and international context.
The politics and the diplomacy of the great powers determined the outcome of the
conflict.

A Concise History of Spain by William D.Phillips discusses the cause of war.
There are some more thematic works which deal with Spanish civil war.

The historians have also been attracted to and have concentrated on the
culture and communication during the civil war. But much work on this aspect is not
available.

The emergence of new revisionism has contributed strongly to renewed public
discussion of the origins and the consequences of the civil war particularly since
2002.

However the Spanish republic and the civil war will continue to offer major
research opportunities to the scholars in future. Nevertheless the persistence of a
divided memory of both the civil war and the Francoist period has manifested itself
among the grand children of those who suffered in 1939 . The new account reveals
the unknown aspects of the civil conflict and the repression of the 1940s. The Red
Years, Black Years: A Political History of the Spanish Anarchism (1978) by Robert
W.Kern is the first general political history of the early twentieth century anarchism.

The first key new work chronologically for the re-examination of the radical
right is by Shlomo Ben i Ami the Fascism from Above : the Dictatorship of Primo de
Rivera in Spain 1923 7 1930 (1983).

Martin Blink h o r nCarBsm and Crisis in Spain : 1931 i 1939 (1975) is
detailed and objective treatment of the Carlist politics. Colin M.Winston has also
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presented the original and revisionist reconstruction of the Sindicatos Librs in his
study Workers and the Right  in Spain 1900 i 1936 (1985).

The first major work to deal with the CEDA is by Richard Robinson The Origins
of Franco¢l9705pai n

Edwar d Mal ef akgraias Refoonodnd Peasant Revolution in Spain
(1970) is a classic work dealing with social history.

During 1970s the focus of study was on the anarchists, the most direct of all
the revolutionary group in carrying out collectivization. The work by Bernecker on
anarchist collectivization and worker control in economic affairs is based on mass
evidence and data.

A recent monograph on military affairs is by Raymond L.Proctor. His book
Hitlerds Luftwaffe in (1982 siBwathe Gehmag contiributiadaand
technical experimentation in exact perspective.

The bombing on Basque regional capital of Guernica is the theme of Herbert
R.Southworth in Guernica! Guernica (1977). The book presents a massively erudite
study of the Francoist political manipulations of the destruction of Guernica.

Gabri el Jackson expl ains i n riciMeaniagstof ¢tHee o6 Mul t i
Spani sh ciScience andaSoaoiety,( Vol. 68, no. 3, Fall 2004, pp 272 i 276) that
the ultimate meaning of the civil war had been the defence of the human liberty
against fascism, and the affirmation of the Spanish democracy flourishing 60 years
later.

GLOSSARY
Asaltos : A handful of civil guards
Caciques : Generally landlords but often lawyers and priests

CEDA (Spanish Confederation of Right Wing Group) : Nationwide mass Catholic Party
formed in 1933 and heavily relianton t he Churchoés organi zational

CNT (National Confederation of Labour) : Anarcho-syndicalist labour union founded
in 1910

Comintern : the Communist (or Third) International, established by Lenin in 1919 to
be an organization of national communist parties.

Falange: Falange was the official name for the Spanish Fascist Party founded in
1933.

Fueros: Fuero is a Spanish term. It has a wide range of meanings, depending upon
its context: a compilation of laws, especially a local or regional one; a set of
laws specific to an identified class or estate.

Juntas : governing groups for the various provinces

Patriachica: ( Smal |l fatherl and) = the |iving arena of the

PCE : The official Spanish Communist Party, founded in 1921 and affiliated to the
Communist International (Comintern ).

POUM : dissident (i.e. non-comintern-aligned) communist party formed in
September 1935. The POUM was overwhelmingly a Catalan-based party.

PSUC: Political party in Catalonia, founded in July 1936. Most of its members came
from the Socialist Party (PSOE) and the Communist Party (PCE).

Republican(s) : Denotes all those individuals and groups who supported the
Republic during the civil war of 1936-9.

UGT : (Amalgamated Union of Workers): Socialists-led trade union founded in 1888,
traditionally strongest in Madrid and in the industrial zones of northern
Spain, such as the Asturias coal mines and heavy industry of Vizcaya
(BasqueCountry).
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1. The CEDA was : (a) A left organization of France (b) A new right wing
group in Spain (c) A German brigade

2. Falange was : (a) An Italian organization (b) A French organization (c) The
Fascist party founded in Spain in 1933

3. The battle of Annual was fought in (a) Morocco (b) Washington (c) Madrid
(d) Mexico

4. The explosive event which triggered the civil war was (a) The bombing of
Guernica (b) Abd-el-Krim (c) Murder of Calvo Sotelo

5. The Spanish civil war was fought by the Spanish government against : (a)
Germany (b) The Nationalists (c) The USSR

6. The non-intervention Pact related to : (a) Gibraltar (b) Italy (c) USA (d)
Spain

7. The currency of Spain is known as (a) Rupaiya (b) Dinar (c) Peseta (d) Franc

Match the Answers

1i b; 2i c; 371 a; 4i c; 5i b; 6i d; 71 c;

Questions

1. The Spanish civil war was the precursor of the World War-II. Do you agree?
2. Critically analyze the causes of the Spanish civil war.
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